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We give more digital texts to struggling 
readers in the form of audio books and 
ebooks, without giving them a new set 
of strategies to deal with these. Often 
because the teacher assigning these 
has no experience with this medium 
and has not even realized that it takes 
a different skill set.

For our students to experience 
a reading life in which reading 
changes who they are and 
thus changes their worlds, our 
definition of reading in the 
classroom must expand.


Turn & Talk
What is your definition of reading?

Turn & Talk
What is your definition of writing?

Turner and 
Hicks 2015 Reading Life

NCTE’s 21st Century 
Literacies Framework

• As society and technology change, so does 
literacy. Because technology has increased the 
intensity and complexity of literate environments, the 
21st century demands that a literate person possess 
a wide range of abilities and competencies, many 
literacies. These literacies are multiple, dynamic, 
and malleable. As in the past, they are inextricably 
linked with particular histories, life possibilities, and 
social trajectories of individuals and groups. Active, 
successful participants in this 21st century global 
society must be able to 

http://www.ncte.org/governance/21stcenturyframework

• Develop proficiency and fluency with the tools of 
technology;

• Build intentional cross-cultural connections and 
relationships with others so to pose and solve 
problems collaboratively and strengthen 
independent thought; 

• Design and share information for global communities 
to meet a variety of purposes; 

• Manage, analyze, and synthesize multiple streams of 
simultaneous information; 

• Create, critique, analyze, and evaluate multimedia 
texts; 

• Attend to the ethical responsibilities required by 
these complex environments.

Reading
• Traditional Reading 
• Digital Reading 

• Connected Reading 

• Audio 



4 Types of Digital Texts

• linear text in digital format 

• non-linear text with hyperlinks 

• texts with integrated media 
• text with response options

Turner and 
Hicks 2015

Turn & Talk

Hypertext Theory

Linear Text

Non-Linear Text

Need for PD
Teachers need frequent and 
sustained opportunities to learn with 
one another about the range of 
instructional supports, interventions, 
and formative assessments as they 
emerge from the latest reading 
research and practice.

Bass and Sibberson 2015

How do we help teachers 
keep true to what we/they 
know about the best 
ways of teaching 
students to read AND 
introduce digital reading 
into the mix?  

Bass and Sibberson 2015

What is Digital Reading? 

• ongoing and 
embedded 

• about understanding 

• active 

• intentional 

• flexible 

• about choice

• a one time event 

• about the technology 

• passive 

• random 

• linear 

• the same experience 
for everyone

Is: Is Not:
1:1 or 1:many Alan November

Turner and 
Hicks 2015

What is digital reading?

• authentic 
• intentional 
• connected

Bass and Sibberson 2015



Intentionality is the 
difference between 
thoughtful understanding 
and random clicking and 
scanning.

Bass and Sibberson 2015

Intentionality Infusing digital tools 
affords opportunities 
for personalization 
that target student 
interests and 
abilities.

Turner and Hicks 2015 Turner and 
Hicks 2015

Close Reading…

Turner and Hicks 2015

Turner and 
Hicks 2015

Turner and 
Hicks 2015

Turn & Talk

For many teachers who have spent 
years of schooling or years of 
practice successfully teaching 
reading and writing are now forced 
to connect these deep 
understandings with current 
expectations to use technology.


Anchor 
Standards 
1, 2, & 3



• Common Core Explorer

• https://www.graphite.org/standards/
common-core/

https://youtu.be/IPsA5R98n74?t=4m32s
https://youtu.be/9epqbZvuy_4?t=1m43s

We can’t view digital reading 
as an add-on; we can’t wait 
until a student is competent 
with traditional literacy skills 
and then expect them to 
transfer those skills to digital 
text.

Hicks 2013Hicks 2009 Serafini 2015

Turn & Talk

What matters most is 
that we are intentional, 
connected, and 
authentic when engaged 
in texts in all media.

Our role is to support out 
student’s literacy by 
helping them intentionally 
use digital tools for learning 
and make these tools a 
part of their daily lives.



Turn & Talk

Tools & Strategies



Spritz (Spritzlet)

Readabiliy is a bit like Safari Reader. Takes away distractions, 
read offline, send to Kindle…

Claro Reader Chrome

Bee Line Reader



Turn & Talk



• Text to Speech 
• Speech to Text 
• Word Prediction 
• Visual and talking dictionaries and search 
• translator 
• organization and study tools

FREE Google Read & Write for 
Teachers  

(look for the green button) 
http://www.texthelp.com/north-
america/readwriteforgoogle/

What About Audio Books?
• listening to a book 
• reading a book 
• listening and following 

along in the book or 
digital text

http://www.weareteachers.com/



Writing
• Technology has the capacity to allow for a 

broader vision of literacy instruction to 
include: 

• technology literacy 

• visual literacy  

• information literacy 

• intertextuality

Research Tools for Docs

Kami (Notable)
View, annotate, share and 
collaborate your files on 
Chrome. Kami (formerly 
Notable PDF) is your cloud-
based all-in-one office 
productivity tool.

It is FREE to use but you 
have options to upgrade 
for more advanced 
features.



https://gingkoapp.com/#564d19e430a55bcb34d404b2

Goodreader Goodreader

Goodreader



GoodNotes GoodNotes Evernote

Evernote Evernote Notability

Notability Notability Turn & Talk



Digital tools offer opportunities for collaboration.

Small group “If your students are 
sharing their work 
with the world, they 
want it to be good. If 
they’re just sharing it 
with you, they want it 
to be good enough.”

Rushton Hurley

Teaching  
vs 

Learning
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